The Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission Records comprises the digitized records of the defunct organization, which functioned as the state's official counter civil rights agency from [1956] [1957] [1958] [1959] [1960] [1961] [1962] [1963] [1964] [1965] [1966] [1967] [1968] [1969] [1970] [1971] [1972] [1973] . The Commission acted as a clearinghouse for information about segregation and local civil rights activities and national legislation. The collection includes investigative reports on specific individuals and organizations, and overviews of communities and various counties around the state. In addition to the paper-based records, the original collection included two audio recordings and over nine hundred photographs, some of which pertain to the Mississippi Freedom Summer Project. Sovereignty Commission records are online as part of MDAH's digital archives.
Mississippi Freedom Summer Project Collection, Z/1946.00/S. 0.28 cubic feet The Freedom Summer project was a massive civil rights effort centralized in embattled Mississippi. The Council of Federated Organizations (COFO), made up of the top civil rights organizations of the time, organized the event to secure the black vote. The project was inspired by the 1963 "Freedom Vote" campaign in which white Stanford and Yale college students assisted local activists in registering approximately 83,000 black voters for a mock gubernatorial election. The campaign garnered major press coverage. COFO leadership desired to branch out into other counties to uplift the black community and ensure fair voter registration procedures. By summer's end, the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP), an interracial alternative to the state's Democratic Party, challenged the seating of the all-white delegation at the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey.
The major item in the collection is the project prospectus, which outlines COFO's purpose and goals. Also included are copies of the Mississippi Free Press and other civil rights publications, as well as posters, news clippings, and correspondence between activist Reverend Ed King and P.S. Bowles, a former president of Alcorn State University. 
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